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Title 13 of the United States Code

Background: Impacts for Racial and ethnic populations
of Previous Interpretations of Census Privacy Laws
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Accuracy DP/Noise

Impacts for Historically Undercounted Populations 
Race and Ethnic Data Quality



Census Bureau has proactively shared information 
about DAS and Differential Privacy
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Reporting on Differential Privacy highlights tradeoff 
between accuracy and privacy 
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Some media outlets explicitly showcase the potential 
negative impacts of Differential Privacy



Communication Best Practices for General Audience
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• Opt for Nontechnical language – plain “English”
• Develop a 250-word definition of Differential Privacy that can be digested in 

one minute
• Use images, pictures and icons to facilitate understanding
• Stand alone document preferred over several inter-dependent documents
• Translate into the 59 languages and dialects used in 2020 Census
• Craft culturally appropriate messaging that has been vetted by in culture 

experts
• Work with key partners and stakeholders to deliver message and be open to 

feedback
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Crystal Clarity of Messaging around Title 13 and 
Differential Privacy is needed

Clarification

What does Title 13 
require?

Why is Differential 
Privacy the best tool for 

the job?

What other tools were  
considered?

Why was DP not used 
before?

Is Differential Privacy moot 
when similar  data is available 

from 3rd party sources?



Defining WHAT the Message is requires more effort
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• Work with CB Partners and Stakeholders to uncover gaps in understanding and misconceptions

• Develop FAQs to bust myths, address doubts and help public grasp a complex topic

• Address concerns on Census Data Products Accuracy head-on 

• Explain how Differential Privacy is a “Work In Process” and will be refined over time and use

• Share candid assessment of the impact of Differential Privacy on hard to count populations

• Reinforce value of participating in the Census and the accuracy and reliability of data and data products

Census Bureau 
Communication 
on Differential 

Privacy

Journalists & 
Researchers  

Viewpoint on 
Differential 

Privacy

General Public’s 
Understanding 

and 
(Mis)Conception

?



HOW you deliver the message is crucial 
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Press Release

Video

Census Blog

Census 
Academy

Infograph

Press Release

Video

Census Blog

Census 
Academy

Infograph

Paid 
Media

Earned 
Media

CB Partners 
& 

Stakeholders

Social 
Media
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Differential Privacy
Considerations for Messaging the General Public 
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Bureau’s decision to use differential privacy as part of its disclosure avoidance
Technological and Methodological Options

Outreach Strategies and Surveys
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Bureau’s decision to use differential privacy as part of its disclosure avoidance
Technological and Methodological Options

Outreach Strategies and Surveys
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Differential Privacy
Considerations for Messaging the General Public 
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Bureau’s decision to use differential privacy as part of its disclosure avoidance
Technological and Methodological Options

Outreach Strategies and Surveys
Federal 

agencies

Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus

Congressional 
Black Caucus

National Caucus 
of State 

Legislatures

Civil Rights 
Organizations 

Organizations 
Presenting Rural 

Communities 
and Tribal 

Government

Data User 
Community 

Redistricting 
Experts 

Association of 
African American 

Mayors

National Caucus 
of Black State 

Legislators

Alaska Native 
and Native 
Hawaiian

National 
Congress of 
American

National Urban 
League

Conversations 
and Engagement



Differential Privacy
Considerations for Messaging the General Public 

Process ?

Does the CB have additional 
Alternatives to differential privacy, 

if not, why?

How often the CB will have to apply 
differential privacy?

What's the relationship between the 
application of DP and the differential 

undercount of race and ethnic 
populations?

Legal ?

Does Differential privacy exceed 
Title 13 of the United States 

Code

Whether differential privacy to 
2020 Census is mandated by 

federal law?

Engagement ?

What has been the 
response of 

federal agency to 
Differential Privacy 

Proposals?

What has been the 
response of civil 

society organizations, 
key partners and 

stakeholders?
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COMMITTEE DISCUSSION
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For audio to this conference, please dial 1-888-566-6192 (Access Code: 4881978#)
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